PREFACE

THE few books on textile chemistr-y which have thus
far made their appearance, with one or two exceptions are
available only in foreign languages. This is to many a
source of deep regret, because while attention is given to
the-study of modern languages in this'country, yet tech-
nical writing is -better understood when the reader has it
presented in his native tongue. In the following pages
an attempt has been made to systematize approved
methods of textile-chemical analysis which are at present
only to be found in widely distributed and expensive
special works and journals. These methods have for
some time formed the syllabus of the author's lecture
courses in textile chemistry. They therefore make no
claim to completeness, although care has been taken to
emphasize the essential points in each case. The student
will do well to use some standard manual of chemical
analysis such as "Newth" in conjunction with the present
volume.
The author hopes that our now prosperous textile
manufacturers and merchants may soon realize that
accurate methods are not only interesting but necessary
in these days of keen competition. At the same time this
little volume is intended to be a source of information and
ready reference for the textile chemist. To add to the
readier understanding of calculations, practical examples
have been inserted in many instances. The aim has been